Adult Major Trauma Decision Tree

In cases of paediatric trauma, contact clinical coordination desk

Step Assessment Status
Step 1 Assess vital signs and |=—=3 Trauma with: —
level of consciousness *Glasgow coma scale <14 Yes
(Three tick test) *Sustained systolic blood pressure <90 to
*Respiratory rate <10 >29 any
v | Notoall ohe
Step 2 Assess anatomy of *Chest inj.ury with aIFered ph_ysiology .
injury — -Traumatl.c amputation proximal to wrist/ankle
(Eight tick test) *Penetrating trauma e.g. to neck, chest, abdomen,
back, arm, thigh or groin 3
*Suspected open and/or depressed skull fracture
Yes
*Suspected pelvic fracture to
*Spinal trauma suggested by abnormal neurology any
*Facial or circumferential burns one
*Time critical (>20% burns)
v I Notoall
Step 3 Assess mechanism of *Traumatic death in same passenger compartment
inj = -Falls >20ft (two stories) E
injury alls Yes
(Four tick test) *Person trapped under vehicle including ‘one unders’ to
*Bullseye windscreen and/or damage to ‘A’ post of any
vehicle one
v I No to all
Step 4 Assess special patient Patients who have sustained trauma but do not fit any
or system = of the criteria above but are: —_—
consideration *Older patients (>55 years) Yes
(Five tick test) *Pregnant (>20 weeks) to
*Known to have bleeding disorder/taking anti- any
coagulants one
Reference: London Trauma Office Morbidly obese

and London Ambulance Service
NHS Trust Major Decision Tree

*Crew concern

(adapted for local use)

No to all I

Action

South East Coast Ambulance Service m

NHS Foundation Trust

All

Convey to nearest
Major Trauma Centre
if ETA<45 minutes.
Contact clinical
coordination desk if
ETA>45 minutes

Pass ASHICE via EDC

Convey to nearest
Major Trauma Centre
if ETA <45 minutes.
Contact clinical
coordination desk if
ETA>45 minutes

Pass ASHICE via EDC

Contact Clinical
Coordination Desk for
advice

Patients may benefit
from going to a Major
Trauma Centre.

Contact the
clinical
coordination
desk if
concerned
about
significant
clinical
deterioration,
obstructed
airway,
imminent
cardiac arrest
or airway
compromise.
They will
advise on
appropriate
destination
hospital.

Contact Clinical
Coordination Desk for
advice

Patients may benefit
from going to a Major
Trauma Centre.

> Take to hospital as normal
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